
496 East Washington Street • Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44022 

OUR PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

 

St. Joan of Arc Parish is a growing community of 

Roman Catholic Christians in the Chagrin Falls area. 

We are a diverse, gifted and joyful people who 

share a common belief in the Word of Jesus Christ. 

Our Mission, like that of Jesus Christ and His apostles, 

is to proclaim the Kingdom of God through living 

the gospel. 

WE GATHER AS A CHRIST-CENTERED 

COMMUNITY TO: 

 

CELEBRATE our faith and the presence of God in 

the Eucharist and in one another. 

IMITATE our Savior in His service to others. 

TEACH our beliefs at all levels. 

WELCOME the participation of all in our Christian 

fellowship. 

Parish Office ........................................................... 440-247-7183 
Parish E-mail .................................... stjoanchagrin@gmail.com 
Parish Website ........................................ stjoanofarcchurch.org 
Music Ministry........................................................ 440-935-2232 
Rel. Education Office - Sr. Judy Bucco ................ 440-247-3606 
Sr. Ann Marie Kanusek, SND ............................... 440-427-1141 
School ...................................................................... 440-247-6530 
Youth Ministry ........ stjoanofarcym@gmail.com...440-247-4316  
RCIA - Deacon Jeff  ............................................... 440-376-9177 
 
Sr. Judith Bucco, SND, Director of Religious Education 
Mrs. Shelley DiBacco, Principal 
Rev. Mr. Jeffrey Dunlop, Deacon 
Miss Allie Gall, Coordinator of Youth Ministry 
Rev. Mr. Dennis Guritza, Deacon 
Sr. Ann Marie Kanusek, SND, Pastoral Associate 
Rev. Gary J. Malin, Pastor 
Mr. Patrick Wickliffe, Director of Music 
Rev. John Olsavsky, Former Pastor, Retired 
 
Weekend mass: 
   Saturday 4:30 PM 
   Sunday   9:00 AM and 11:00 AM 
 
Weekday mass: 
   Monday, Thursday, and Friday 8:00 AM 
   Tuesday 9:00 AM September through May 
                  8:00 AM June, July, and August 
 
Holy Day mass and Civic Holidays, see bulletin 

Baptism: Celebrated at most weekend masses or on most Sundays    
   at 12:00 noon. Contact the Parish Office. 
 
Reconciliation (Confession): 
   Saturdays 3:30 PM until all are heard. 
   In Advent and Lent  3:15 to 4:00 PM 
 
Sacrament of Matrimony: Please contact a priest or deacon  
   at least one year before the anticipated date. 
 
Care of the Sick and Elderly:  Please inform us of those who  
   are sick, aged, unable to come to church, homebound,  
   hospitalized, or may need the Sacrament of Anointing. 
 
Funerals: Please contact the parish office before scheduling  
   or publishing (generally through a funeral director).  
   Bereavement committee available for hospitality. 
 
Sponsor Certificates: May be obtained by registered, practicing  
   members of our parish who have received the three sacraments  
   of initiation: Baptism, Confirmation and the Eucharist (and, if  
   Married, were married in the church).  
    
   Please contact the Parish Office for more details.  
 
Sessions in the Catholic Faith (RCIA): 
   Wednesdays at 7:00 PM (September thru May). 
 
New Parishioners: Welcome to St. Joan of Arc!  
   Contact the Parish Office to register. 



Collection February 3 

 
Cash/Checks       9,536.39 
E-Giving      1,955.00 
Total      $11,491.39 
 

Thank you for your  
support! 

Mass Celebrant 
February 16/17 

 

  4:30 PM  Fr. Gary 
  9:00 AM  Fr. Gary 
11:00 AM  Fr. Gary 

   
Subject to change 

 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, February  10 
 
  9:00 AM  Paula and Norm Kobel (Chaney) 
                         
11:00 AM     The Parishioners of SJA 
         
Monday, February 11 
  
 8:00 AM  Glenn Bomback  (Nunnally) 
 
Tuesday, February  12 
 
 9:00 AM  Anthony Lucarelli (Diturno) 
 
Wednesday, February 13 
 
 NO MORNING MASS 
 
Thursday, February 14 
 
 8:00 AM    Maureen T. Lentz (Family) 
 
Friday, February 15 
 
 8:00 AM     Lil Abate (Santoiemmo) 
 
Saturday, February 16 
 
  4:30 PM   James Nerpouni (Zilly) 
 
Sunday, February  17 
 
  9:00 AM    The Parishioners of SJA 
   
11 :00 AM     John Eget (Daughter) 
 

 

Parish Office Hours 
For the time being, the parish office is open from 8:30 
AM until 4:30 PM (closed for an hour during lunch) as 

we work to staff the office.  
 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation 
during this transition period.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Greetings of Peace. 
 
This weekend (February 9-10) all the 
parishes in the Diocese of Cleveland 
take part in the Annual Catholic 
Charities Appeal with the video and 
the “in pew” process. All households 
are asked to complete a Catholic Charities 
envelope even if we have replied by mail to the 
appeal, received a letter from Catholic Charities, or from 
the bishop. Thank you for your generous support. 
This year the Catholic Charities Appeal focuses on Pope 
Francis’ teachings on "joy” and “accompaniment” as we 
are asked to “Walk in Faith. Give in Joy.”  

 
We are amid cold and flu season. Cases of the 
flu are becoming more prevalent in recent 
weeks. For those who may be feeling ill, please 
take appropriate precautions to not spread any 
bugs around. It is not a sin to miss church due to 

illness. It seems more prudent to stay at home rather 
than coming to church when one is sick.  Not spreading 
the germs is an act of faith and kindness to us all. Stay 
well, warm, and faithful.  Someone recently told me 
(not in confession!) that they were sick for nearly 2 
weeks and they were not at church because they did 
not want to get anyone else sick. I said, “Thank you.”   
 
This week we celebrate Valentine’s 
Day! Consider this about Valentine’s Day, 
one of the many persecutions of the early 
church was by the Roman Emperor 
Claudius II in the mid-to-late 200’s AD. 
Claudius prohibited young men from 
being married, thinking that an unmarried soldier would 
fight better than those who were married. However, the 
priest Valentine celebrated weddings for young Christian 
couples and was put in jail and then tortured for 
celebrating weddings, contrary to the commands of 
Claudius. Other stories about Valentine abound. He is 
also said to have performed miraculous healings. 
Because of Valentine, others were attracted to the 
Christian faith, including prisoners. 
Valentine was sentenced to death in 269 AD. Legend 
says his last note was written to a young woman who 
was about to be married. He signed it, “from your 
Valentine.” Because of this, it is said, we still use such 
missives when we greet each other with our 
“Valentine.” 
“Valentine has come to be known as the patron saint of 
lovers,” one author wrote. “Flowers, candy, red hearts, 
and romance. That's what Valentine's Day is all about, 
right?”  
Considering the stories about Valentine, maybe it is not 
so much about these things - not that these things are 
bad. I suggest it is more about witnessing to the 
Love of God, as St. Valentine did.  And when we are 
witness to God’s love, we can celebrate with all our 
hearts! 
 
Have a great week and Happy Valentine’s Day! 

Blessings and Peace,   Fr. Gary 



Parish School of Religion 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 
We congratulate all of our second graders in the SJA Day School 
and PSR Program who received the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
for the first time on January 30 and February 6. It was such a 
wonderful celebration of Jesus’ peace and forgiveness for our 
children and their families.  May our second graders always stay 
close to Jesus and may He bless them and their families. 
 
PSR Evaluation Reports 
 
All signed PSR Evaluation reports need to be handed in by 
February 10/11.  Thank you! 
 
Called to Protect—Praesidium Program 
 
Called to Protect, a program that helps protect our children against sexual 
abuse is part of the religious education curriculum of the Diocese of 
Cleveland.  Our Catechists, who have been trained to teach this program, 
will teach the Called to Protect-Praesidium Program on February 10/24 (Gr. 
K and Gr. 7) and February 11 and March 4 (Gr. 1-5). Thank you for your 
support. 
 
Presidents’ Weekend 
 
There are no PSR classes in honor of Presidents’ Day for Kindergarten-
Grade 8 on Sunday/Monday, February 17/18.  
 
“Sponsor a Family Project”… THANK YOU! 
 
Recently I received a special thank you from Sara Shininger, the Community 
Support Volunteer for the Geauga County Job and Family Services.  Our SJA 
Day School and PSR have participated in an Advent/Christmas Project these 
past 4 years to donate to families and seniors in need in Geauga County 
through the ‘Sponsor a Family’ program.  Sara shared with me some of the 
many thank you letters she received from the families who benefitted from 
our donations. Quoting one of the families, you will see how much they 
appreciate your goodness and generosity, 
 
“To the people who gave us Christmas, 
I want to thank you so much with all of my heart. For being so giving and 
kind.  I have had some really hard times raising my kids on my own.  I 
appreciate the help to give my children a great Christmas more than I can 
ever say.  I hope that things get better for me and that I can pay it forward 
some day and help someone in need.  Please know that you have made a 
great impact on our lives and we are forever thankful. Thank you so much!” 
 

Adult Faith Formation 
 

St. Joan of Arc Parish Lenten Retreat 
 
Please join us for our six-week Lenten retreat, “Walking with St. Ignatius…
Our Guide on our journey to finding God.”   
 
Through the teachings of St. Ignatius of Loyola, we will learn to recognize 
God in our lives.  We will learn different ways to pray.  We will look at the 
Scriptures with “new eyes.”  Through the weekly presentations and 
conversations with fellow parishioners, we will hopefully grow in our faith 
and our relationship with God.  Come and spend this Lent getting to see 
Jesus more clearly, so you can love Him more dearly! 
 
The retreat will be presented on the six Thursdays of Lent:  March 7, 14, 
21, 28 and April 4, 11, 2019 from 7:00-8:15pm in the Parish Hall.  Our 
facilitator will be Mrs. Mary Kay Jones, Lay Ecclesial Minister for the Diocese 
and graduate of the Ignatian Spirituality Institute. 
You must register in advance for the retreat by calling  
(440) 247-3606 or emailing the Office of Faith Formation:  
officeoffaithformation@stjoanofarc.org by Thursday, February 28.  

 
 

 

Catholic Cemeteries 
presents a  

Pre-Planning Seminar 
 

 
The Catholic 
Cemeteries 
Association invites 
you to attend a 
pre-planning 

seminar on Tuesday, 
February 26 at 7:00 PM in 
the Parish Hall. 
 
Learn about the Catholic 
burial tradition, pre-
planning, cremation, and 
more. Ensure your family is 
fully informed to make 
educated decisions before 
the need arises. Receive a 
Personal Reference Guide. 
Reservations appreciated 
but not required.  
 
RSVP to the Catholic 
Cemeteries Pre-Planning 
Department   
440-570-5839

Youth Ministry 
Youth Ministry will be hosting 
Stations of the Cross for the 
parish community on Friday, 
March 22.  

Coordinator, Allie Gall, needs 
teens in grades 7-12 to help 
make this a success. If you 
are interested in participating,  
sign up on the Youth Ministry 
web pages or on Allie’s office 
door by February 24. 

mailto:officeoffaithformation@stjoanofarc.org


February 
 

 Sunday, February 10 
      9:00 AM  Mass 
 11:00 AM  Mass     
   
 Monday, February 11 
   8:00 AM   Mass 
      7:00 PM      Finance Mts (RB) 
       
 Tuesday, February 12 
   9:00 AM  Mass      
      
 Wednesday, February  13 
  NO MORNING MASS 
     7:00 PM      RCIA (RB) 
     7:30 PM      Boy Scouts (H) 
 
 Thursday, February 14 
  8:00 AM    Mass  
  6:30 PM       Confirmation     
          Candidates (H) 
   
 Friday, February 15 
     8:00 AM      Mass  
     
 Saturday, February 16 
   3:30  PM     Confessions    
   4:30  PM  Vigil Mass  
                                     
   

  

 

 

 
 
 
With Catholic Schools Week behind us our thoughts turn to 
valentines, hearts and love.  We continue to instill in our students 
that our hearts and the love we show others, make a difference in our 
homes and in St. Joan of Arc School.  It is appropriate that we live this 
quote from St. Teresa of Calcutta this month (and always): 
“We cannot do great things, only small things with great love.” 
 
We congratulate our second graders who met Jesus for the first 
time in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  They are now one step 
closer to receiving Jesus in the Eucharist for the first time. May the 
children and their families be blessed in abundance.  
 
Our One School, One Book program is in full swing!  At our 
opening assembly on Friday, students were treated to a magic show 
featuring well-known magician, Rick Smith, and the “secret” book title, 
The Vanishing Coin, by Kate Egan was revealed. 
Fun lunchroom celebrations, related field trips and visitors will bring our 
story to life.  Each child received his/her own copy of the book, along 
with a bookmark.  As students left the Olsavsky Center and went back to 
their classrooms, an amazingly transformed main hallway greeted them! 
 
Congratulations to our Spelling Bee winner, Aidan Tripodo.  
Aidan will represent St. Joan of Arc School at the annual Plain Dealer 
Scripps National Spelling Bee.  We also congratulate our Spelling Bee 
runner-up, Jake Romanini. 
 
SCHOOL REGISTRATION ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL 
St. Joan of Arc School has provided an excellent Catholic education in 
the Chagrin Valley for over 40 years.  St. Joan of Arc School is currently 
accepting applications for any families, K-8, who are interested in 
attending St. Joan of Arc School for the 2019-2020 school year.  St. Joan 
of Arc School has a new makerspace, flexible seating options and 
innovative programs that encourage a more authentic learning 
environment.  We also have a low student/teacher ratio, accelerated 
math and reading programs, educational programs to meet individual 
needs, band, choir, Spanish and a variety of sports programs.  Any 
families with children in Kindergarten thru 8thgrade, interested in 
attending St. Joan of Arc School for the 2019-2020 school year may stop 
at the school to complete the required registration forms.  If you have 
any questions, please call principal, Mrs. Shelley DiBacco at: 

 (440) 247-6530.  
 
February Dates to Keep in Mind: 
February 14 – Valentine’s parties 
February 15 – No School 
February 18 – Presidents’ Day ~ No School 

St. Joan of Arc 
Catholic School News 
By Mrs. Shelley DiBacco, 

School Principal 

Faith. Academics. Excellence. 

 

Repast Ministry 
The Parish hall is available for a luncheon 
after the funeral mass.  

The repast committee prepares the hall 
and assists at the luncheon. Volunteers 
are needed to bake a dessert, to set up, 
serve, or to clean up. If you have a 
couple hours, WE NEED YOU.  

For information call Judy Joseph at 
216.360.8305 

Post-Abortion Healing 

If you or someone you know is suffering after 

abortion, confidential non-judgmental help is available: 

Call Project Rachel's national toll-free number: 888-456-HOPE 



 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
The Adult Choir is the primary choir at St. 
Joan of Arc Church and features a variety of 
ages. We sing at the 9:00am Sunday liturgy 
every week from September to Pentecost 
Sunday. Occasionally, we will sing at other 
weekend masses or for celebrations of 
Sacramental Programs such as Confirmation 
and First Communion. The Adult Choir 
serves a delightful Soup Supper in 
conjunction with our traditional Friday 
Stations of the Cross during Lent.  
 
Rehearsals are bi-weekly on Tuesday 
evenings (nominally, first and third 
Tuesday) from 7:30-9pm (7:15-9pm during 
seasons leading up to Christmas and 
Easter) with a warm-up on Sunday at 
8:30am in the Church. Please check the 
adult choir schedule for the times and dates 
of rehearsals and masses. 
 
Prior choral or other musical experience will 
be helpful. Training will be provided during 
rehearsal. We are volunteer and non-
auditioned. The average size of the 
ensemble during the Sunday liturgy is 
currently 5 singers. We always welcome 
new interest ("if and as you are able") and 
are very in much in need. We also, and 
importantly, welcome gifted instrumentalists 
including strings, dulcimer, guitar, winds, 
brass, and percussion. Please feel free to 
inquire to the Director of Music or to any 
participant in the Music Ministry for further 
information or to become involved.  
 
 

Director of Music 
Patrick Wickliffe 
440.247.0371 

pwicklif@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Faith-filled Discussion 
 

Thursdays 8:30 AM – 10 AM     March 7 – April 
11  

(no class March 21) 
Rectory Basement 

 

 
 

Filmed on location in the Holy Land, No Greater 
Love is a five-part video series and full-length 
book that reveals Christ’s amazing love for us.  
 
Best-selling author Edward Sri guides you through 
the last hours of Christ's life in this biblical 
pilgrimage. While taking this study or reading this 
book, you will walk step-by-step with Jesus from the 
Garden of Gethsemane to the Mount of Calvary.  
 
Biblical experts reveal how Old Testament 
prophecies, messianic expectations, biblical 
symbolism, and historical context shed light on the 
mystery of Christ's suffering and death. 
 
Authored and presented by Edward Sri, No Greater 
Love also features Fr. Mike Schmitz, Jeff Cavins, 
Jennifer Fulwiler, Curtis Martin, Teresa Tomeo, Fr. 
Josh Johnson, and Elizabeth Sri. 
 
Register by Feb 18 - mpvalencic@gmail.com   

$20 fee for book and study guide 

Breadth of Life Luncheon February 
13, 2019  

 
“It’s Never Too Late to 
Become What You Might Have 
Been” will be Michael P. 
Wojciechowicz’s topic at the 
February 13 Breadth of Life 

luncheon. A formally trained actor, a stand-up 
comedian and 14 year veteran member of 
Toastmasters International, Mike will be 
entertaining with material from his 37 years of 
performing. He will also tell his story of a very 
slow recovery from a severe, grave, serious 
mental and emotional breakdown. 
 

The luncheon will be held at St. Noel’s Parish 
Hall in Willoughby Hills from Noon to 2 p.m. Cost 
is $18 per person which includes chicken noodle 
soup, lemon chicken tosca, oven roasted 
potatoes, mixed vegetables and cherry pie. All 
are welcome. Call Joan Bruening at 
440.946.6932 for reservations by February 8. 

The Music Ministry  

mailto:mpvalencic@gmail.com
mailto:enewman203@gmail.com


Upcoming Programs and Events 
 

    February 21 
 
     
Please consider supporting the West Side Catholic Centers Economic 
Opportunities Program by attending the production of “Anyone Can 
Whistle”  at the Near West Theater on February 21st at 7:30 PM. 
Ticket prices are $10.00 at the door or $35.00 for a V.I.P. Ticket 
which includes a pre-show social at the WSCC at 5:30 PM. All 
proceeds will be used to purchase bus tickets to provide homeless 
individuals transportation to their places of employment. For additional information  
go to wsccenter.org or call Frank at 216-631-4741 ext. 167  
 
      

            February 23 
 

 
“Let Me Be…” Ministries is celebrating 10 years in style with a Red Carpet, 
Oscars Eve Gala on February 23, at the Signature of Solon. We want you to be 
part of this special evening that will help support all the projects currently in 
production. In addition to live presentations, we are utilizing all aspects of 
media, along with the internet, to continually connect with people regardless of 
where they are on their faith journey to fulfill our mission, vision, and purpose. 
For more information and to make your reservation visit                

                   WWW.LETMEBEGALA.COM  

            

                                           March 7, 14, 21, 28, April 4, 11          

St Joan of Arc Parish Lenten Retreat; Walking with ST. IGNATIUS 
our guide on our journey to finding God. 
 
Join us at St. Joan of Arc Parish Hall on the six Thursdays of Lent from 
7:00-8:15PM for a retreat based on the teachings and spirituality of 
Ignatius of Loyola. This retreat will guide us  to see Jesus more clearly, 
love Him more dearly and follow Him more nearly.  Register in advance 
by calling (440) 247-3606 or emailing   
officeoffaithformation@stjoanofarc.org                       

                                                               
Please include your: Name/s, Phone, and Email 
Registration Deadline is:  Thursday, February 28 
 
 

March 21 
                 
The Woman’s Guild is sponsoring A Half Day of Recollection.  
The topic will be “Hanging onto Hope in Today’s World”. Join Sr. Melanie Svoboda, 
SND. 
 
On Thursday, March 21 we will begin with Mass at 8:00 AM, the program will follow, 
then lunch and ending with prayer at 1:00 p.m. 

http://wsccenter.org
http://WWW.LETMEBEGALA.COM
mailto:officeoffaithformation@stjoanofarc.org

